
 

Bakersfield Elementary Middle School 

COVID-19 REOPENING 
HANDBOOK  
UPDATED: August 26th, 2020  

 

 

This handbook will be posted the BEMS Website: http://www.bakersfieldschool.net/  

The following information contains revisions and additions to our handbook outlining 

procedures necessary to respond to health and safety guidelines. COVID-related 

handbook additions are subject to change based on new or revised guidelines released 

by the Vermont Agency of Education, Vermont Department of Health, and state or local 

government mandates. 

p.A 

1 

http://www.bakersfieldschool.net/


 

 

 

Student Learning Options: 

Option 1: Hybrid Learning (a mix of in-person and virtual learning)  

Students are assigned to one of two groups with each student attending in-person 

classes two days a week and learning virtually three days a week. The district is 

making every effort to group families together whenever possible. To do this, we 

begin by assigning high school students to groups alphabetically by last name and will 

provide exceptions to families in the same household with different last names.  

 

Option 2: Full-Time Virtual Learning 

FNESU virtual learning academy 

https://sites.google.com/fnesu.org/fnesuvirtuallearningacademy/home 
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Details About Option #1: Hybrid Learning (mix of in-person and virtual learning 

environments)  

Students will be assigned to one of two groups (Cohort A: Monday/Tuesday or Cohort 

B: Thursday/Friday) with each student attending in-person classes two days a week 

and learning virtually three days a week. 

The Vermont Agency of Education released A Strong and Healthy Start: Safety and 

Health Guidance for Vermont Schools on June 17, 2020,and subsequently released 

Hybrid Learning During the 2020 - 2021 School Year on July 15, 2020.  In both of those 

documents, they strongly encourage schools to focus on the return to in-person 

instruction stating that it, “...is the optimal approach to address both student 

learning needs and the larger social, emotional and health needs of students.” 

 
 

FNESU Sample Hybrid Learning Schedule  
● Remote learning includes videos and activities to complete on and offline.  

● Synchronous options are live meetings that students may attend from home through their 
computer. They are scheduled for a specific time in advance and provide social-emotional and 
enrichment activities.  

● Asynchronous options include pre recorded videos, links, and activities students can access 
and complete at their own pace throughout the three remote days.  

● Specific schedule for office hours and remote learning activities will be provided directly to 
students  
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Cohort A 

*Students & Families can build a personalized schedule to complete remote 
learning assignments by Monday 

Monday 
In Person 
Instruction in 
school 

Tuesday 
In Person 
Instruction in 
school 

Wednesday 
Remote 
Instructional 
videos and offline 
learning activities 
completed at home 

Thursday 
Remote  
Instructional 
videos and offline 
learning activities 
completed at home 

Friday 
Remote 
Instructional 
videos and offline 
learning activities 
completed at home 

 
 
Cohort B 

*Students & Families can build a personalized schedule to complete remote 
learning assignments by Monday 

Monday  
Remote  
Instructional 
videos and offline 
learning activities 
completed at home 

Tuesday 
Remote 
Instructional 
videos and offline 
learning activities 
completed at home 

Wednesday 
Remote 
Instructional 
videos and offline 
learning activities 
completed at home 

Thursday 
In Person 
Instruction in 
school 

Friday 
In Person 
Instruction in 
school 
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Daily Arrival 
Doors will open at 7:30 every morning.  We have identified 3 dropoff areas:  

● Bus riders will use the main entrance 

● Walkers  and Parent Drop-Offs will use the gym door entrance 

● PreSchool/PlaySchool students will arrive at 8:30 and be dropped off at the Pre/Play 

school door. 

 
Students will not be permitted into the building without having their temperature taken.  If a 

student has a temperature of over 100.4 they will not be allowed into the building.  Staff 

members will be stationed at the four entrances to do daily screenings:  

 

● Bus Riders:  A bus monitor will conduct a screening and check students’ temperatures 

BEFORE they get on the school bus each day. Masks will be required on the school bus.  

Once students get to school, they will enter through the main entrance.  

 

● Parent Drop-Offs:  When dropping off or picking up students parents will pull up to the 

gym entrance. Be mindful of each other and make a safe car line.  STUDENTS AND 

PARENTS MUST REMAIN IN THE VEHICLE. A school screener will come to the car and 

screen your child before they get out of the car.  Then they may enter the school 

through the gym doors and go straight to their homeroom.  

 

● Walkers/Bikers:  Students who walk  also enter through the gym door entrance.  A 

screener will be outside meeting students as they arrive, screening them, and then 

they may enter school and go straight to their homeroom. 

 

● Parents will be able to sign a one time agreement that says they will not send their 

child to school if they have symptoms or have been in a red state.   

● Students will still need to have their temperature taken before boarding the bus or 

entering the building, even if the family signs this agreement. 

● Students who do not pass the screening will not be permitted to board the bus and/or 

enter the school building. Bus drivers and school screeners may need to turn students 

away. 

● Parents must fill out a plan for their child before school starts that the school will 

keep on file. 
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*Students arriving late to school, after 8:00 should enter at the Main Entrance (#1)  

●  PARENTS MUST ESCORT THEIR CHILD TO THE DOOR AND WAIT FOR THE 

SCREENING. A screener will come outside to conduct a screening before your child can 

enter the building.  

**Students leaving early; parents must call the school & speak to Michele Plouff 

(Admin. Assistant) then come to the Main Entrance and buzz for their student, but you 

will not be permitted to enter the building.   

 
 
Facial Coverings 
Behavioral concerns related to the COVID safety guidelines (for example, student mask 

refusal) must be taken very seriously by our school system.  This is for the health and safety 

of everyone.  Students who refuse to comply with school safety protocols will be removed 

from the bus and/or moved to a fully remote learning option.  We will do our best to work 

with families to solve this problem, including educating students and providing supports. 

However, we are unable to allow students who cannot follow guidelines to remain in the 

school or on the bus.  
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* Neck Gaiters: Neck Gaiters are acceptable only if they have 2 or more layers and are worn 

above the ears.   
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Behavioral concerns related to the COVID safety guidelines (for example, student mask 

refusal) must be taken very seriously by our school system. This is for the health and safety 

of everyone. 4 Students who refuse to comply with school safety protocols will be removed 

from the bus and/or moved to a fully remote learning option. We will do our best to work 

with families to solve this problem, including educating students and providing supports. 

However, we are unable to allow students who cannot follow guidelines to remain in the 

school or on the bus. 
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Hybrid Attendance  
Purpose: 

The purpose of tracking attendance is to ensure students have access to and engage in 

learning even in a remote setting.  This system will help us track students who need 

additional supports for access.   

●  BEMS teachers will report absences per class on a weekly basis in 
Powerschool on Mondays for Cohort A and Thursdays for Cohort B. 

○  The default is that all students are counted present each day. 
●  Teachers will reach out to families if students are not participating 
appropriately in remote learning  

Two days per week, in person attendance will be taken at school.   

On Wednesday and the two remote days attendance will be verified by the 

following:  

● Did the student successfully complete assigned remote learning tasks by the 

end of the next in-person day? 

● Did the student attend office hours to seek assistance, if needed? 

● Did the student initiate or respond to calls, emails, or video calls in order to 

seek or accept assistance? 

● Did the student show up for synchronous learning support as scheduled? 

● If the answer YES, the student is present for the day. 

 

COVID ABSENCES -- If a student is required to quarantine, they will be able continue 

to access their learning through the Learning Management System, if physically able, 

and those days will not be counted as absences. 

 

Daily Attendance and Participation in Extracurricular Activities and Sports: 

Students absent from school may not participate in practices or games that day 

without permission from the principal and/or athletic director. Permission will be 

granted if extenuating circumstances are approved. If the sports program is able to 

operate, the expectation is that student-athletes will actively be engaged during their 

remote learning days in order to participate. 
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Parent Meetings: It is part of our school culture to encourage parent involvement in 

school activities and events. Parents are our most important partners in the education 

system. We are saddened that this year, health and safety guidelines related to COVID 

greatly limit our ability to welcome visitors into our schools. Parents and visitors 

(including guest speakers, community members, etc…) will not be able to visit us 

in-person. All meetings will need to happen virtually. Whole School celebrations and 

meetings, School Open Houses and Parent Conferences will still take place; those 

events will look a little different this year! Stay Tuned! 
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